
Decision Tree Algorithm for Aseptic Meningitis Level of Diagnostic Certainty 
                                           (NOTE: there is no level 3 of certainty) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 D4. Not known if CSF Culture done OR Results Not Available 

 D3. Culture NOT DONE 

E2. Antibiotic(s) started before sampling CSF OR  E3. status/timing of therapy unknown 
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 C3. CSF Gram Stain: Not Done OR Done but results unavailable OR Unknown if done 

C2.   Done and showed Gram  

Negative OR  Positive bacteria   

Unkn
own 

NO 

 Criterion A. Clinical evidence of      
            acute meningitis 
 ³ 1 of  the following present: 

5 Temperature ³38.0o C  
(by any site/method  
    of measurement) 

5 Headache 
5 Vomiting 
5 Bulging fontanelle 
5 Stiff neck 
5 Kernig’s sign 
5 Brudzinski’s sign 

Criterion B. CSF Pleocytosis 
• If age < 2months 

5 > 15 leukocytes / mm3(uL) CSF 
• If age ³ 2 months 

5 >  5  leukocytes / mm3(uL) CSF 

Level 5.  
NOT  A CASE OF  

Aseptic Meningitis  

Level 1 Aseptic Meningitis 

Criterion C. CSF  
Gram stain  

Level 2 
Aseptic 

Meningitis  

YES 

Level 4: Reported  as 
aseptic meningitis  but 

insufficient Information to 
meet any level of 

diagnostic certainty  

Unknown Criterion D.  CSF Culture 

Criterion E. Antibiotic therapy 

YES 

C1.Done and no 
organisms seen 

 
 
 
 

D1. Done and NEGATIVE 

E1. Not Given OR Started after 
CSF collected for culture  

START 

NO 


