Decision Tree Algorithm for Facial Nerve Palsy (Bell’s Palsy) Level of Diagnostic Certainty

= Criterion A: peripheral facial nerve palsy* 2

. () Al. Unable to or limited ability to wrinkle forehead No for both Al and A2 Level 5. NOT A
= (] A2.Unable to or limited ability to raise eyebrows CASE OF Facial
FEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEER nerve palsy

= Criterion B: Disease onset and course
* () Abrupt onset

. () Rapid progression over 24-72 hrs
=

Criterion E. No
etiology for facial
TRUE® nerve palsy based
= on radiologic
investigation(s)

Level 1
Facial
nerve
palsy*

() Complete or partial resolution

S assmmmmnt

= Criterion C. No etiology =

E for facial nerve palsy =
= based onclinical  «
= history and physical .
May reach a . examination .
higherlevel EEEE NP [ RN ENL
of diagnostic
certainty IF TRUE
Level 5. NOT A CASE OF Facial nerve palsy AN 7
Level 2
Facial nerve : EEEEEN lllllll: May reach a Level 3
" TRUE |= Crlt.erlon D. No etiology for = higher level Facial nerve
palsy » facial nerve palsy based on } of diagnostic "
. . o . : palsy
= laboratory investigation(s) 1 certainty IF

*If facial palsy is bilateral, it must have been reported by a health care professional; if not, it is considered not a case; not required for unilateral facial palsy.




