
Decision tree algorithm for GBS and Miller Fisher Syndromes Level of Diagnostic Certainty 

 

Yes 

Yes for all 4  criteria 

Level 1GBS 

Level 3  MF 
Syndrome* 

Level 4:  Reported event of GBS / Fisher Syndrome with 
insufficient evidence to meet  any level of the case definition 

  CLINICAL CRITERIA FOR MILLER FISHER (MF) SYNDROME: 
__A-2. Absence of limb weakness 
__B-2. Bilateral reduced or absent deep tendon reflexes 
__C.    Monophasic illness pattern AND interval between      
onset and nadir of weakness  is 12hrs to 28 days           
with  subsequent clinical plateau  
__D. Bilateral ophthalmoparesis 
__E.  Ataxia   
__F.  No altered level of  consciousness 
__G. No corticospinal tract signs   
__H.  Alternative diagnosis for weakness absent (includes 
situation where no testing done to exclude other causes) 

 Level 2 GBS 

I. Are Electrophysiologic Test Results Available? 

Level 3  
GBS 

No to ³ 1 
criterion 

5. NOT  
A CASE  
OF GBS  

5. NOT A 
CASE OF  MF 

Syndrome 

Yes for all 8 criteria    * if limb weakness 
is present, may be a GBS/MF overlap 
syndrome. Apply criteria for GBS 

No to ³ 1 
criterion 

Level 2  MF 
Syndrome* 

// 

J. Was CSF obtained? 

NO 
(I-3) 

YES: Abnormal pattern  
consistent with GBS (I-1) 

YES: Normal pattern or sensory 
nerve abnormalities only (I-2) 

Level 2 GBS Level 2  MF Syndrome* 

J. Was CSF obtained? 
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Syndrome* 

YES: <50 WBC/uL 
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AND 

protein normal 
or unknown 

(J-2) 

Level 3  
MF* Level 3  

GBS 
NO(J-3) NO(J-3) 

YES: <50 WBC/uL 
Protein can be ­, normal 
or unknown) (J-1 or J-2)  

 
 

 CLINICAL CRITERIA FOR Guillain Barré Syndrome (GBS): 
__A-1  Bilateral AND flaccid paralysis of limbs 
__B-1. Decreased or absent deep tendon reflexes in weak limbs 
__C.    Monophasic illness pattern AND Interval between onset 
and nadir of weakness is 12 hrs to 28 days AND subsequent 
clinical plateau 
__H.   Alternative diagnosis for weakness absent (includes 
situation where no testing done to exclude other causes)  

Insufficient 
Information to 

choose ‘No’ 
for ³ 1 

criteria OR  
‘Yes’  for all  

listed criteria 
 


