Acute Myelitis Decision Tree
Note: Myelitis may accompany encephalitis or ADEM. If there is evidence of encephalopathy

or one or more focal CNS abnormalities complete the algorithms for encephalitis and ADEM.
Algorithm (criterion alphanumeric labels match those from Data Abstraction & Interpretation Form and Tabular Checklist)

A. Spinal cord
histopathology
available?

YES

A3. Acute spinal cord inflammation

D. Myelopathy: 2 1 of D1, D2, D3 OR D4 present:

() D1. Limb weakness with upper motor neuron
damage - check all that apply

Increased muscle tone

Spasticity

Muscle rigidity

Hyperreflexia

Other - describe:

OO0oO0O0

() D2. Limb weakness with evidence for lower motor
neuron damage present — check all that apply

Decreased muscle tone

Flaccid paralysis / weakness

Decreased or absent deep tendon reflexes

Fasciculations

Muscle atrophy

Other — describe:

OoOoOooOooao

() D3. Sensory level
O Indicate level if possible

() D4. Autonomic dysfunction — check all that apply
O Bowel dysfunction (describe)

O Bladder dysfunction (describe)

O Erectile dysfunction (describe)

| YES < Level 1 Myelitis >

NOT
a case of Myelitis

Zero
indicators

E. Indicators of CNS inflammation: tick all that
apply; each ticked box counts as 1 indicator.
() E1. Fever > 38.0° Centigrade
() E2. CSF pleocytosis

O >15 WBC/ul if < 2months old;

O >5WBC/ulL if 2 2 months old
(L) E5 CT Spine shows acute inflammation
() F2. MRI Spine shows diffuse or multifocal

white matter lesions or demyelination

22 1
indicators indicator

Level 2

Level 3

Myelitis*** Myelitis*X!

* Exclusion criterion for level 2 or 3 of Myelitis:
. Other diagnosis for illness confirmed

including neoplasm, toxic or metabolic
encephalopathy, trauma, vascular disorder

Level 4: Reported event of myelitis with insufficient
evidence to meet level 1,2 or 3 of the case definition




